
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD’S DELIVERANCE FROM ALL THE NATIONS 

 

 

_________________________ 

 

 

Obadiah 

 

 

_______________ 

 

 

P.C. Edwards 

 

 

  



P.C. Edwards 1 

Introduction 

 

 Whenever there is a major tragedy, whether a school shooting, a suicide, or even a global 

pandemic we all soon find ourselves asking, ‘How did we miss the warning signs?’ Some of the 

tenor at times devolves into Monday-morning quarterbacking, as we’ve certainly seen with the 

COVID-19 pandemic. We’ve watched political parties and media outlets alike seemingly use this 

virus and its death-toll as an indictment against their enemies, shamelessly blaming everyone 

else for the failure to see this thing coming. 

 But in most cases, however, the sentiment behind the question ‘How did we miss the 

warning signs?’ is more genuine and sorrowful. We look back after something terrible has 

happened and wonder, ‘How could I have maybe stopped it or done something about it?’ 

Sometimes there really was nothing we could’ve done and we simply have to admit our finitude 

and helplessness as human creatures. Other times, however, there were genuine warning signs 

we should’ve taken more seriously. 

 You see, sometimes we miss the signs altogether. Maybe we’re so involved and 

emotionally tied up in the scenario that we’re just blind to what’s right in front us. Maybe we’re 

so distracted by other things that we’re just negligent. Other times, however, we see the signs but 

we just do nothing about them. Maybe deep down inside we know something is up but we just 

don’t want to believe it so we convince ourselves all is well. Maybe we don’t treat the situation 

as seriously as we should. We take some minor steps but nothing significant or we just don’t 

think it’s that big of a deal and move on altogether. But then the tragedy strikes and we’re left 

with this sickening feeling that we should’ve done something; we should’ve taken it more 

seriously while we had the chance. 
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 Friends, we’re meant to read the Book of the Twelve in this way. As we’ve said for the 

last four weeks the twelve prophets we’re studying were certainly historical figures speaking the 

words of the LORD to their contemporaries over the period of 400 years. And so, when we read 

them, as we’re doing right now in our Gospel Communities, it’s good to read them in those 

historical contexts, to see what was going on in Israel and Judah at the time and what God was 

saying. 

 At the same time, the Book of the Twelve is also to be read, as we’re doing here on 

Sunday mornings, as a collective whole. You see, likely around the 2nd or 3rd century B.C., 

meaning a century or two after the prophet Malachi, these twelve prophets were collected 

together and arranged into one cohesive book. We’ve spoken each week about how each 

individual prophetic writing begins and ends with a composition seam linking the books to one 

another. Put simply, each writing is not just telling its own story, but is part of a much bigger 

message being conveyed. What is that message? We’re told at the very beginning in Hosea 3, 

“Afterward, the people of Israel will return and seek the LORD their God and David their 

king. They will come with awe to the LORD and to his goodness in the last days,” (Hosea 3:5). 

The Book of the Twelve surveys the fallenness of creation and points forward to the day when 

God will send a forever King who will set the world to rights. He will judge wickedness and He 

will save those who call upon His name for deliverance and salvation. 

 Each prophet within the Twelve, therefore, fleshes out this reality in its own way and 

calls us, the modern reader, to make ourselves ready, to repent and seek the LORD. In other 

words, in the case of the prophet Obadiah that we read this morning, see God’s warnings of 

judgment but His offer of salvation and we are, therefore, to respond now! Learn from those in 

the past who did not heed God’s words and find your hope for the future in the messianic King. 
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See the warning signs now, friends, and act! The prophet Obadiah shows us today that Judgment 

is sure and guaranteed to all who reject the kingship of God; therefore, we are to consider deeply 

our own souls and in faith and repentance call to God now for deliverance. 

1. God will humble the proud and wicked      v. 1-14 

 

 The vision of Obadiah begins with a citation of Jeremiah 49, which prophesies of God’s 

judgment of the nation of Edom. Now for those of you who were really paying attention last time 

this might really surprise you since we ended in Amos with a promise of salvation for a remnant 

within Edom. Now, we’re suddenly talking about the judgment of Edom, but this is really the 

point that Obadiah’s vision will flesh out for us this morning. Those who are guilty will be 

judged by the LORD, but the offer of salvation is available to anyone who would call upon His 

name regardless of ethnicity or nationality. We begin, though, with the promise of judgment. 

 We read, 

Look, I will make you insignificant 

among the nations; 

you will be deeply despised. 

Your arrogant heart has deceived you, 

you who live in clefts of the rock 

in your home on the heights, 

who say to yourself, 

“Who can bring me down to the ground?” 

Though you seem to soar like an eagle 

and make your nest among the stars, 

even from there I will bring you down. 

     This is the LORD’s declaration, (Obadiah 2-3). 

 

God has chosen to make Edom small, to humble her. Clearly, she believes herself to be 

untouchable, somehow safe from God’s judgment. It’s a similar sentiment to what we found in 

Amos. Israel did not so much believe she was untouchable but still did believe that God would 

never show judgment toward her because of her mark as God’s covenantal people. Edom’s 

arrogance, however, is not rooted in a misunderstanding of God’s covenant as was Israel’s. 
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Rather, Edom’s arrogance was simply due to their belief that they were a powerful people who 

could not be overtaken.  

 Which is why, then, God’s destruction and humbling of Edom will be complete and 

thorough. Like a team running up the score, there will be no doubt concerning the prowess of 

God and the humiliation of Edom. They will be brought down from their high, “untouchable” 

place. Their treasures will be ransacked. They will be deceived and overcome by their allies. 

Their leaders and political officials will be overthrown. And, above all else, the LORD declares, 

they will be caught completely unprepared and off guard by all of it. In other words, God will 

allow them for a time to sit comfortably, complacently, arrogantly and truly believe all is well. 

God will give them a false sense of confidence so that when He does act His power and 

judgment will be magnified all the more. 

 And this last part is really significant for the people of God to grasp and take hold of by 

faith because what God indicates here is that He will allow Edom to seemingly thrive for a while. 

In fact, Edom would assist Babylon against Judah. Verses 12-14, when Babylon attacked Judah 

Edom chose to gloat, to rejoice at her destruction. Edom would mock Judah and plunder her, 

assisting Babylon in taking the people captive from the land. But it was important for the people 

of God to understand that though Edom would rise against her, that this was still under God’s 

sovereign control. 

 You see, often we look around us, at wickedness, evil, deception, and we say, ‘God, why 

are you allowing this?’ I think so often of David in the psalms when he laments of how his 

enemies are seeming to thrive, and thrive at his expense, and God seems to be doing nothing 

about it. Psalm 43, just one example, 

Vindicate me, God, and champion my cause 

against an unfaithful nation; 
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rescue me from the deceitful and unjust person. 

For you are the God of my refuge. 

Why have you rejected me? 

Why must I go about in sorrow 

because of the enemy’s oppression? (Psalm 43:1-2) 

 

But the fact that Bible shows us how God permits us to ask these questions, and then provides us 

ample reminders of God’s ultimate control, ought to give us hope when things feel hopeless. 

They ought to give us comfort when things seem unfair or unjust. These words spoken through 

Obadiah are an assurance that though we will endure seasons of hardship and suffering, that God 

is working something far greater than we could ever imagine. He is in control and so even when 

we don’t understand why, we can still trust Him because we know He is good. And because He 

is in control and because He is good we know for sure that He will not allow wickedness to go 

unpunished. 

 Meaning, how often do we get hurt or slighted or wounded and we feel this compulsory 

drive to get our vengeance or justice. We say, ‘Oh, if everyone only knew what this person did or 

who they really are.’ But the God of the Bible says,  

Vengeance and retribution belong to me. 

In time their foot will slip, 

for their day of disaster is near, 

and their doom is coming quickly, (Deuteronomy 32:35). 

 

The LORD God sees the hearts of men and women. No action or word or thought go unnoticed or 

forgotten by Him. And so, while He permits us to ask Him ‘Why’, His answer is always, ‘Don’t 

worry; I will make it right.’ 

 Of course, the reality is that this ought to be terrifying to us. Because as often as we think 

others have wronged us or others are evil, none of us is any better! Right? I mean just as Edom 

served as representation of the nations in Amos, so too here does Edom continue to represent the 

nations. All humanity is trapped in their pride and wickedness. For every wrong you believe has 
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been done unto you, you’ve done wrong yourself. And so, don’t fall into Edom’s trap this 

morning and find yourself so arrogant that you think you have no sin or that your sin isn’t that 

bad, that you’re untouchable. Or maybe like Israel that surely God wouldn’t discipline me; 

surely, He has no issue with me. Heed the warning signs, friends; take them seriously. God will 

humble the proud and the wicked. 

2. God will ultimately redeem all those who call upon Him  v. 15-21 

 

 But, God will also redeem all those who call upon Him. You see as we move into verses 

15 and following we see an amazing turn here. 

For the day of the LORD is near, 

against all the nations. 

As you have done, it will be done to you; 

what you deserve will return on your own head. 

As you have drunk on my holy mountain, 

so all the nations will drink continually. 

They will drink and gulp down 

and be as though they had never been. 

But there will be a deliverance on Mount Zion, 

and it will be holy; (Obadiah 15-17a). 

 

You see, the prophet’s vision turns now from historical judgment on Edom to a message of 

eschatological judgment and deliverance in the future coming Day of the LORD.1 In other words, 

in case we haven’t picked up on the warning thus far, it becomes much clearer now. Consider 

your own actions and proper response in light of the coming Day of the LORD. 

 We’ve been seeing this idea of the Day of the LORD develop throughout the Book of the 

Twelve thus far, and now Obadiah makes his mark and contribution toward a fuller and richer 

understanding of what that Day will entail. First,  

The house of Jacob will dispossess 

those who dispossessed them. 

Then the house of Jacob will be a blazing fire, 

 
1 Michael Shepherd writes, “The historical judgment against Edom now prefigures the eschatological 

judgment against the nations in the always imminent Day of the LORD,” (Shepherd, Book of the Twelve, 213). 
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and the house of Joseph, a burning flame, 

but the house of Esau will be stubble; 

Jacob will set them on fire and consume Edom. 

Therefore no survivor will remain 

of the house of Esau, 

for the LORD has spoken (Obadiah 17b-18). 

 

In other words, God’s people will be restored to the land. And understand friend that what we’re 

talking about here is far more than just Canaan. You see, often in discussions on the end times or 

the last things or the doctrine of eschatology, as its properly known, when someone speaks of 

restoration to the land often what is mean is ethnic Israel being restored back to the Promised 

Land. While there may be geo-political reasons for supporting the present nation of Israel, often 

we see a religious element to it in the United States that we ought to support Israel against 

Palestine because it’s all about Israel being restored to the land.  

 And listen, I’m not here to debate geo-political alliances but when God promises to 

restore His people to land, the land he has in mind is much, much larger than a strip of land in 

the Middle East. God is talking about the whole earth! Just recall God’s initial purposes for the 

world which He made, 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. They will rule 

the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures 

that crawl on the earth.” … God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, 

multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and 

every creature that crawls on the earth,” (Genesis 1:26, 28). 

 

God’s plan has always been for the whole earth to be full of His glory, to be filled with 

worshipers of His. Moreover, it’s not just a strip of land in Canaan that belongs to God and is His 

to give away. No,  

The earth and everything in it, 

the world and its inhabitants, 

belong to the LORD; (Psalm 24:1). 
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So when God’s says His people will once again possess the land He means that the whole earth 

will come under the dominion, or viceregency, of His people just as it was in the Garden. That’s 

the vision for the New Earth. Not that God’s people will be forever whisked away as some spirits 

living in the clouds, but that the final goal, or telos, for God’s world is for His people to reign 

over the earth under His kingship leading all creation in the worship of God.  

 But again, recall from last time in Amos 9:12, that this people who reign with and under 

God will not just be those of Jewish ethnicity. You remember that the great turn of events we 

saw last week is that God intends to elect and save people from every nation of the earth. You 

remember that just because one is a biological member of Abraham’s family doesn’t mean that 

they are necessarily God’s people. No, it’s never been those who share Abraham’s blood that are 

children of God, but rather those who share His faith! As Paul wrote to the Galatians, “You 

know, then, that those who have faith, these are Abraham’s sons. Now the Scripture saw in 

advance that God would justify the Gentiles by faith and proclaimed the gospel ahead of time to 

Abraham, saying, All the nations will be blessed through you. Consequently, those who have 

faith are blessed with Abraham, who had faith,” (Galatians 3:7-9). 

 And so, listen, when you put Amos and Obadiah side by side what we see is that just 

being a member of Israel doesn’t mean that you’ll be restored on the Day of the LORD. Just being 

a member of Edom doesn’t mean that you’ll be judged on the Day of the LORD. It will be those 

who call upon the name of the LORD who will be saved.2 You see, friends, that’s what makes the 

good news of Jesus Christ so good! It’s that we all, Jew and Gentile alike, deserve the judgment 

 
2 Shepherd writes, “This hope of the united kingdom of God that includes believing Jews and Gentiles is in 

fact the new covenant ideal. The book of Obadiah thus serves to balance role of Edom as the representative nation in 

Amos 9:12 and also forms a bridge to the following book of Jonah where Nineveh will take up the mantle as the 

representative of the Gentiles. … The Amos-Obadiah-Jonah sequence is perhaps the most important of all for the 

efforts of the composer of the Twelve to demonstrate that the message of Hosea 3:4-5 is also for the nations,” 

(Shepherd, Book of the Twelve, 215). 
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and destruction that Amos forewarns of. We all, Jew and Gentile alike, deserve the judgment and 

destruction that Obadiah forewarns of. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God! We 

can put it no better than that which Paul writes to the Ephesians, 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you previously walked according 

to the ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now 

working in the disobedient. We too all previously lived among them in our 

fleshly desires, carrying out the inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by 

nature children under wrath as the others were also. But God, who is rich in 

mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, made us alive with Christ even though 

we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace! He also raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might 

display the immeasurable riches of his grace through his kindness to us in Christ 

Jesus. For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is 

God’s gift— not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do, 

(Ephesians 2:1-10). 

 

 You see just as we all rightly deserve death, we also all have the offer of salvation that 

both Amos and Obadiah speak of. We need not meet judgment on the Day of the LORD, but we 

may receive restoration and rescue! And as we’ll continue to see developed throughout the Book 

of the Twelve, though the Day of the LORD is a future day coming, we can begin to enjoy tastes 

of that restoration today! Right, just think about the sin that holds people under the judgment of 

God: pride, covetousness, complacency, injustice, cruelty, emptiness and vanity. These are all 

symptoms of the condition of alienation from our God in which we live.  

But in Christ there is new life and a new heart that is offered to us! Notice the tense with 

which Paul describes those who have been saved. He says you have been made alive, raised, 

seated, saved. These are all tenses which indicate that these things have already taken place and 

been accomplished. This is the standing and position which is now yours in Christ Jesus. Yes, 

there will be an incredible glorious culmination of this work in the coming ages, but you need 

not wait until then to experience union with the Messiah.  
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Conclusion 

 

 And there’s one other aspect of this new life in Christ that I want to make mention of. 

Paul describes it next in Ephesians 2 when he writes that,  

So, then, remember that at one time you were Gentiles in the flesh … At that time you 

were without Christ, excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and foreigners to the 

covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ 

Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is 

our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. In his 

flesh, he made of no effect the law consisting of commands and expressed in regulations, 

so that he might create in himself one new man from the two, resulting in peace. He did 

this so that he might reconcile both to God in one body through the cross by which he put 

the hostility to death. … So, then, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 

citizens with the saints, and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole 

building, being put together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you are also 

being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit, (Ephesians 2: 11-16, 17-22). 

 

You see, we’ve been watching this incredible development within the Twelve, that being God’s 

promise that the messianic kingdom will include both Jews and Gentiles, all ethnicities. It’s not 

that novel considering this was the covenant and promise God made with Abraham, but after the 

constitution of Israel in the Book of the Exodus, failed to grasp this multi-ethnic aspect of the 

mission of God. If you remember even from this past spring when in our church reading plan we 

were in Acts and how much the early church struggled with understanding and accepting Gentile 

inclusion in the Kingdom of God. 

 But in Ephesians 2 we see that Paul spends as much, nay, more time discussing the 

resulting effects of ethnic unity than he does on the resulting personal effects of the cross. In 

other words, we all love to talk about what Jesus has done for me and how He rescued me from 

condemnation. But Paul talks more about what Jesus has done for us and what the us should look 

like. The Book of the Twelve points toward a unified kingdom of God that will come through the 
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messiah. Paul shows us how that work has now begun and needs to be exemplified and lived out 

in the church. 

 You see friends, here’s what good eschatology does. It looks into the future, into what 

God has promised will come about, and it then looks at the here and now and says how can we 

start to live out God’s kingdom purposes today. Now we know these things will never be perfect 

and completed until King Jesus returns, but nevertheless we remember that He taught us that we 

should be praying even today for God’s Kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. 

 In Obadiah we see the warning signs of what it is to come. We also see, however, 

characteristics of the messianic kingdom that we can and should start embodying now until the 

Messiah returns. In Christ there is now not only newness of life for us personally, but with one 

another. We are to be a community that pursues justice, that pursues ethnic reconciliation and 

unity, that shines as a light on a hill to the rest of the world. And listen, being a multi-ethnic 

family of faith doesn’t mean, ‘Hey, we want black and brown people here at FBC, but as long as 

they fit into what we’re already doing.’ No, Paul doesn’t say in Ephesians 2 that one culture just 

assimilates into the other. He says that we all become one new person in Christ, meaning that 

living out our new multi-ethnic identity requires we learn from each other’s cultures, each 

other’s experiences, each other’s insights into God’s Word. In a lost and dark world ravaged by 

ethnic divisions and ethnic injustices, the church should be a beacon of hope, illustrating and 

embodying God’s saving purposes and the creation of a new family.  

 Let us take hold of God’s purposes for the future, the bride He will adorn us to be, and 

allow those promises to shape us even here and now. 


