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Introduction 

 

 Recent polling within the church has indicated that parents have been most looking 

forward to this week and it’s teaching on the fifth word or commandment more than any other. 

Feedback has shown that parents all across Warrensburg are forcing the children to tune it to this 

message. In fact, we ended up not opening the KidsZone at all this morning because every parent 

wants their kids to listen to me talk about honoring your father and mother. As kids we hated 

hearing this word quoted; as parents it’s one of our favorites. 

 But as we’ve seen over the last four weeks, the Decalogue goes far deeper and touches on 

far more than what we’ve typically considered. You see, while the fifth word does concern 

obedience to our parents, it really speaks more toward the attitudes we hold both in the home and 

in our wider society. Essentially the fifth word is a transition in the Decalogue as we move from 

words about God to words about humanity, for, you see, the family is be seen in light of both 

spheres. And so, this morning, as we explore the fifth word, we do so to see how this 

commandment teaches us further about God and how we are to reflect Him, but particularly how 

He has ordered society that we may live long and flourish in His grace. We see that As humanity 

is to respond to God’s character and work with worship and honor, so, too, must humanity 

respond with honor to institutions that God has placed within society. 

1. What does the commandment teach about God? 

 

 As we’ve done each week in the Decalogue, we ask, then, three questions. First, what 

does the fifth word teach us about God? Well it teaches us, first, that God is worthy of all honor, 

praise, adoration, and service; but also, second, that God has established governing authorities 

through which His divine plan is accomplished and, so, we are to honor those things He has 

established as well. And so, let’s flesh that out a bit. Over the last four messages we’ve seen how 
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God reveals His character through His law and His works. We’ve seen that we are to worship 

Him alone (the first word), we are to worship Him within the parameters He has set (the second 

word); His worship is to permeate our words and our actions (the third word); and His worship is 

to determine how we order our days and our lives (the fourth word). Essentially, God and His 

worship is to be the essence of everything about us. 

 Accordingly, then, the character of God and His service should be the essence of our 

societies. One of the undisputed realities of Western civilization today is that our civic laws were 

based on biblical law. Right? God begins to lay out here with the fifth word how a healthy 

society should be governed, and intrinsic to that governance is the establishment of various 

levels of authorities within society. So, then, the fifth word isn’t just about the importance of 

honoring one’s authorities in the home, but also about one’s authorities in all of life as well. God 

is a God of order with a perfect and good will which He desires to bring about through the 

various structures of society He ordains.  

 So beyond what the first four words have already taught us about God, the fifth word also 

begins to teach us about God’s design for His world and His desire to see the world flourish for 

His glory. I mean I think right here you see why the fifth word is located precisely where it is 

within the Decalogue. It tells us something about God’s goodness but also something about the 

world itself He made. More specifically, though we’ll touch on additional authority structures 

this morning, the primary one He has put in place is the family. The family is God’s ideal basic 

social, spiritual unit in a culture. And experience proves this to be accurate, right? Parents spend 

a significant part of their life in care and provision for children. If they parent well with wisdom 

then their children will be well equipped for a healthy, flourishing adult life.  

2. How was it to be observed? 
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 And so, The fifth word is observed by children giving their parents dignity/reverence as 

well as support/gratitude and by parents faithfully leading their children in the practice of faith. 

The word tells us to simply “honor” our parents. The Hebrew word is ַבד  to give – (kabad) כָּ

weight to or treat heavily and it means, literally, to give weight or treat heavily. Thus, the first 

way we honor our parents is to hold them in a high regard and treat them accordingly. And note 

this. Despite the heavily patriarchal nature of the ancient world, the word commands us to treat 

both our parents, father and mother, with honor. There is no distinction or discrimination or 

hierarchy between the two. They are to be afforded equal dignity and reverence by their children.  

So, this is where the word begins, with dignity and reverence, which is noteworthy 

because so often when we think of the fifth word we often associate it with the obedience of 

children to their parents, and that for sure is included and implied here, but that is nowhere near 

the full scope of the commandment. The fifth word is more about the attitude of children toward 

their parents than anything else. You see, again, the fifth word makes this connection between 

one’s parents and God’s overall design for life and society, meaning the reason parents are to be 

honored is simply because this is the position given to them by God. In other words, honor isn’t 

due them if they deserve it; it is due them because God has established this role. It’s just like in 

the military. It doesn’t matter if you like the man or woman wearing the uniform, it doesn’t 

matter if you respect them; you honor their rank. You salute the uniform, not the person, as they 

say. Philip Ryken writes, “To honor one’s parents, therefore, is to give due weight to their 

position. It is to give them the recognition they deserve for their God-given authority,” (Philip 

Graham Ryken).1 David Baker adds, “The validity of the fifth commandment is not dependent on 

having perfect parents but on the role of parents as God’s representatives in giving life. Like 

 
1 Ryken, Written in Stone, 119. 
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other commandments … it applies to all, whether or not one’s parents are good or deserve 

respect,” (David L. Baker).2 

The honoring of one’s parents, therefore, stems from one’s worship of God.3 Of course, 

obedience is entailed within offering dignity and reverence to one’s parents. This is because God 

has ordained the role of parent to be the means through which children grow into God-honoring 

adults. In other words, because our parents are to leading us toward righteousness, our role is to 

obey and respect them that they may perform that duty. Children are to receive their parents’ 

counsel and carry it on; they are to acknowledge the maturity and wisdom of their parents above 

their own. 

Of course, the authority of a parent may be abused or neglected. Parents may fail in their 

calling. No doubt, in this room alone, I know we have stories of growing up with abusive parents 

or merely just absent parents. The Bible may be saying here to honor your parents as you honor 

God but you’re saying, “Well, hold on there. My mom or my dad was nothing like the Bible says 

they were to be.” I get it. I mean, I think, even those of us who had Christian parents are still all-

to-aware of our parents’ shortcomings because they were just humans.  

And so, obedience to one’s parents, of course, must be seen first in light of one’s honor 

and obedience to God. We are called first and foremost to worship and obey Him. And so, in the 

event a parent refuses their duty that will, of course, affect the nature of how we honor them. We 

might say to them, “I will still show you respect as my parent, but I will not be complicit in your 

sinful behaviors as my responsibility is to honor God, my true Father.” 

And so, the fifth word calls us to honor our parents by treating them with dignity and 

reverence. But, second, it also calls us to offer support and gratitude to them. Just as honoring 

 
2 Baker, The Decalogue, 87. 

3 Ibid., 90. 
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God entails offering Him what He is due, likewise honoring one’s parents entails offering them 

all they are due. Particularly in the ancient world this meant the provision of basic needs and 

practical help with daily living when required. We see this expectation of children maintained in 

the New Testament, where Jesus consistently criticizes the Pharisees for their failure to care for 

their parents, accusing them directly of breaking this commandment, (Matt. 15:1-6; Mark 7:9-13; 

John 19:25-27; Luke 7:12-15). In other words, this supporting of one’s parents was not just a 

civic law pertaining to just Israel nor to the ancient world, but is a timeless command for the 

people of God. Further, we see it enlarged in fact to pertain to the whole family of faith, or the 

church. Consistently in the book of Acts and in Paul’s letters we see the church called to care for 

its widows, or its spiritual parents, (1 Tim. 5:3-8; Acts 6:1ff).  

The point is that The people of God are to demonstrate a high esteem for its older adults 

and are to offer them service and gratitude as they age. It’s quite a counter-cultural practice if 

you think about how our society today regards the elderly. You see, in the Western world we 

tend to value people according to their productivity and what they “offer.” The more a person 

can do and accomplish the higher we honor them. It’s why we’re obsessed with celebrity; such 

persons offer us the very most we could want, that being our entertainment and amusement. On 

the flip side, though, this means we place very little value and dignity on the youngest and the 

oldest of society. (You could also throw in there those with handicaps) We’ll return to this theme 

more next week with the sixth word, but for our context this morning, my point is that it really is 

no surprise that Western society so heavily supports and advocates for abortion and euthanasia; 

it’s because our society doesn’t have much honor for our elderly or our infants. Scripture, 

however, places the exact opposite emphasis, saying we are to protect the innocent and the 

helpless and we are to highly honor our elders.   
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3. How do Christians now reflect the Redeemer through this commandment? 

 

This leads us, then, naturally to our third question of “How do we as Christians now 

reflect the Redeemer through this word?” You see, in many ways our observance of the fifth 

word is no different today than it was when Moses came down from Sinai. Certainly, because of 

modern things like retirement, social security, and Medicare how we honor our parents may 

differ from the ancient world but the principles remain the same. Minors are to still obey their 

parents. Adult children are to still serve their aging parents, and, above all, we are to offer 

dignity and reverence regardless of our ages or circumstances.  

Ephesians 5, among other passages, show us that while we are all a part of the family of 

God in Christ, that God still desires to use our immediate families toward the accomplishment of 

His purposes. As John Frame argues, “The family is God’s means, both of dominion and of 

redemption,” (John M. Frame).4 This means that in God’s ideal, parents are rulers, educators, 

providers, and evangelists. Your job, parent, is to evangelize your child and the disciple them, 

teaching them to obey all that Jesus commanded. That discipleship entails their overall education 

and the preparedness to leave the home. In other words, parents, train your children to join in the 

mission of God. Do this with wisdom and grace and love. And so, (1) We reflect our Redeemer 

in the fifth word by treating our households as little churches where we make disciples of Jesus 

Christ who make disciples.  

In turn as children we seek to honor our parents by respecting their office and calling and 

lovingly follow them as disciples. And that’s not something that ends at age 18. Though we 

eventually leave our parents’ home and perhaps become parents ourselves, we never stop being 

children, and, thus, the calling to honor our parents never ends. I can tell you how blessed I am 

 
4 Frame, The Doctrine of the Christian Life, 595. 
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because of my parents and the upbringing I had, but, frankly, my father and I are much closer 

today than we ever were when we lived together. Over the years we’ve transitioned to a 

friendship where we talk on the phone, we visit, we talk about life and ministry. He offers his 

thoughts and advice and wisdom and I listen to him because he’s been gifted by God to be my 

father. In other words, I seek His counsel because the Bible tells me that God intends to grow me 

through him. I’m only hurting myself, therefore, by neglecting his counsel. My point is that, 

second, (2) We reflect our Redeemer in the fifth word by continuing to follow the counsel of our 

parents into adulthood. 

This is something we also do in the church, but before I get there let’s stay with 

biological families for a moment. In an age of retirement, social security, Medicare, etc. how 

should Christians serve and care for their aging parents? This really wasn’t much of a question in 

the ancient world where extended families tended to live together anyway in the same home 

complex, but what is our biblical duty today? Are Christians required to have their families 

move-in with them as they age? Must we live in the same neighborhood or city to stay close? Is 

it sinful or a neglect of duty for our aging parents to move instead into an assisted living facility 

or nursing home?  

Well, really, to answer any of these questions it comes down to your heart toward your 

parents. I believe to completely neglect or ignore one’s aging parents is a violation of this 

commandment. To just “put” your parents in some facility so you don’t have to tend to them is a 

violation of this commandment. However, often times an assisted living facility or nursing home 

is able to offer better care than you can. They can give the attention and medical care that your 

parents truly need. I’ve known so many Christians who have agonized over the choice to have 

their parents relocate to such a facility because they have thought they were being uncaring for 
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their parents, when in reality many of these facilities are so much better equipped to serve than 

you. Now on the other hand, there is little in life more depressing to me than when I go into a 

nursing home and find residents there who haven’t been visited or check-in on by family, and so 

these kinds of facilities cannot replace the personal loving support that has been entrusted to you, 

but as far as meeting basic needs, we should exercise spiritual discernment to know when the 

best way to honor our parents is through such means. Simply put, (3) We reflect our Redeemer in 

the fifth word by ensuring the physical, spiritual, and emotional care of our aging parents. 

Now, going back to listening to the counsel of our elderly, this is something that is to be 

taking place in the church as well. The Scriptures repeatedly call the older members of the 

church to spiritually invest in the younger members, one example, Titus 2.5  

Now to do this, though, requires young and old to pursue the other. So often we sit back 

and say, “Well no one came seeking me out?” Well get off your rear-end and go do it yourself. 

You ask, ‘Well how do I meet and connect with those of different generations’? I think the 

simplest way to make cross-generational friendships is to serve together. Find a place to serve 

and start to get to know other people. Invite them over for dinner; make connections. I remember 

last summer when we did our first Sunday morning serve day hearing stories of just this. 

Different generations meeting and serving together, making those initial connections, and then 

continuing to meet weeks and months later. You see, friends, (4) We reflect our Redeemer in the 

fifth word by forming meaningful cross-generational relationships within the church. 

These are just four practical ways that we reflect God as followers of Jesus through the 

fifth word. But as I mentioned at our outset this morning the fifth word also hints at the overall 

 
5 “In the same way, older women are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not slaves to excessive 

drinking. They are to teach what is good, so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands and to 

love their children, to be self-controlled, pure, workers at home, kind, and in submission to their husbands, so that 

God’s word will not be slandered,” (Titus 2:3-5). 
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order God has instituted for human society. In other words, just as we honor the authorities in 

our homes as an act of honor for God, the same principle applies to the other authorities God has 

placed in our lives. We’ve talked about the household and the church family, but there are also 

questions here concerning our employment and our civil state overall. 

First, you are under authority in your job. You have a boss; you have responsibilities to 

your co-workers, to your customers even. We’ll get more into this when we get to the eighth 

commandment, but just for our topic this morning, the fifth word is one of the commands of God 

that should govern the way you work. By not doing your best, by not submitting to your 

supervisors, by having discord with your co-workers, in these and many more ways we are 

reflecting poorly on our Redeemer. In our selfishness and complaining we refuse to act as 

servants for the blessing of others in our jobs. Regardless of how qualified our boss may or may 

not be, regardless of whether we like them or not or they like us or not, we have been placed 

under authority in our employment, thus, (5) We reflect our Redeemer in the fifth word by 

serving our employers well in our actions and attitude. 

In civil society you are also under authority to the state. We have laws and, so long as 

they are just, are to be obeyed. Paul maintains this truth in Romans 13.6 And friends this extends 

to even the “small” laws like the speed limit. I know, I myself struggle with this, but a refusal to 

submit to the laws governing how we drive is a refusal of the authorities which God has put in 

place and is, thus, ultimately a refusal of His authority. Now, we may ask about unjust laws, in 

which case we apply the same principle as we did with wicked or neglectful parents. We 

 
6 “Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority except from God, and the 

authorities that exist are instituted by God. So then, the one who resists the authority is opposing God’s command, 

and those who oppose it will bring judgment on themselves,” (Romans 13:1-2). 
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continue to show respect to the state, while also holding our ultimate allegiance to King Jesus. 

This is the very principle upon which civil disobedience is built. 

Now, the concern of justice, however, leads to another question and that is not just what 

do we do when we believe we are personally unable to obey the civil law, but what about when 

justice is being denied to someone or a group of persons. In other words, if God has put certain 

structures in place for the promotion of justice and the restraint/punishment of evil, what is our 

calling as Christians when justice is not being kept? You see, the fifth word is one of the many 

places in the Scriptures where we see the call to social justice. Just as we are to honor the 

authorities who have been ordained as servants of God to protect justice, so, too, are authorities 

then responsible to God for executing justice. Where they fail, or where justice is not done, it is 

our calling as Christians to address that and pursue it. That’s why as Christians it is our biblical 

responsibility to call out situations and tragedies like the unlawful killing of Ahmaud Arbery in 

Georgia, Breonna Taylor in Louisville, and George Floyd in Minneapolis. 

You know a lot has been made over the past couple of years about social justice and 

within Christianity many have argued that it has become a distraction from the Gospel. Well 

frankly, friends, that’s just biblically ignorant. The fifth word itself compels us to pursue justice 

because that is God’s will for society. This includes racial injustice, economic injustice, the evils 

of sex trafficking, abortion, all of it, these are biblical issues! And so, let us also see this morning 

that (6) We reflect our Redeemer in the fifth word by pursuing social justice in society. 

Conclusion 

 

 The Proverbs tell us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. To fear God 

doesn’t mean to be afraid of Him, but rather to treat Him with the respect and honor He is due. It 

means to live in such a way that honors Him, and as we see this morning in the fifth word, we 
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honor Him by giving honor to whom He says honor is due. God cares about this world. He cares 

about this city. He cares about your home. And thus He has created these various institutions 

within creation for its flourishing.  

 Hear that. God desires your flourishing. Do you believe that? So many of us settle for this 

down here when what God has for us is way up here. And I’m not talking about health and 

wealth and all that stuff. I mean what Jesus meant when He said He came to give life abundant. 

God desires to transform your home, your workplace, your city, your culture. He wants it all! 

And so, will you surrender to His authority? Will you give Him the honor He is due by laying 

down your own life? It’s already His! He’s already in control! But will you surrender and say, 

“God, take me,”? 


